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 HNMA NAMES CHAMPIONS OF HISPANIC HOMEOWNERSHIP 
 

--Cites Individuals in Ventura County for Increasing Homeownership  
in the Hispanic Community– 

 
  

 

 

San Diego, CA, October 11th, 2007 ——The Hispanic National Mortgage Association (HNMA), an 

organization focused on increasing homeownership opportunities within the Hispanic community, 

announced today the winners of its Hispanic Homeownership awards.    

 

The awards recognize professionals who have used their skills, expertise and business acumen to 

increase Homeownership among Hispanics.  According to Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) 

data, Hispanic homeownership rates lag significantly behind non-Hispanic whites (49 percent 

versus 76 percent) and income disparity between the two groups doesn’t fully explain the 27 

percent gap.  HNMA created the awards to recognize those playing a significant role in addressing 

this disparity. 

 

“As the Hispanic population in this country continues to grow at a pace faster than the non-Hispanic 

population, meeting the needs of this community is an increasingly important challenge and 

opportunity,” said Luis Maizel, Chairman of HNMA, “Our mission at HNMA is to increase 

Homeownership in the Hispanic market and our award recipients have each, through their own 

activities, contributed to this goal.” 

 

More than 130 real estate and mortgage professionals took a well-deserved mid-day break to 

recognize 12 of their colleagues.  The Ventura County event at the Courtyard Marriott hotel brought 

together industry and community leaders. 
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Winners at the Ventura County (California) ceremony: 
 
 
 
Honorary Recognition / Lifetime Achievement 
 

• Saul Serna, SVP, Century 21 Hispanic Division 
 
Real Estate Category (Outstanding Service) 
 

• Anita Pulido, Remax Gold Coast 
• Carolina Guillen, Remax Gold Coast 
• Kay Wilson-Bolton, Century 21 Buena Vista 
• Maria Zendejas, Realty World Golden Era 
 

 
Homeownership Advocacy Category 
 

•  Bertha Garcia, Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation 
•  Miles Weiss, Ventura County District Attorney’s Office 
•  Gil Guevara, LULAC 
 

 
Finance Category (Outstanding Service) 
 

• Martha Estrada, Bank of America Mortgage 
• Enrique de Arco, @Home Lending  
• Rosario Barretto, Countrywide Home Loans 
• Alex Vega, Dante Financial 
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The Reverend Luis Cortés, Jr. president and CEO of Esperanza USA, a network of Hispanic 

Christians, churches, and ministries committed to raising awareness and identifying resources that 

strengthen the Hispanic community and a member of HNMA’s board of advisors, said, “There are 

many business successes in the Hispanic community. However those who leverage that success 

and share their hard learned expertise with the people still striving to succeed are more than 

business successes, they are true Community leaders.” 

 

Gary Acosta, co-founder and ex-Chairman of the board for the National Association of Hispanic Real 

Estate Professionals (NAHREP), and a member of the HNMA Board of Advisors added, “This is a 

multifaceted industry, from originators to appraisers to title companies and the secondary market.  

However, in any business, and especially when dealing with somebody’s home, being sensitive to 

customer needs is vitally important.  It is important to recognize those who care and do it well.” 

 

Leonardo Simpser, co-founder and Managing Director of HNMA, commented on the event: “Having 

community leaders and top representatives of the mortgage and real estate industry together at 

this event allows each group to share and hear ideas and insights from a different point of view.  We 

believe this sort of cross pollination benefits everyone involved in both the long and short term.” 

 
About The Hispanic National Mortgage Association (HNMA)  
 
HNMA is a private, for-profit company providing a variety of services to the mortgage industry with 

the mission of increasing homeownership opportunities within the Hispanic community.   HNMA 

currently has three business divisions: HNMA Funding Company, a correspondent investor that 

offers innovative loan programs focused on Hispanic, immigrant and other underserved 

communities; Ilumina Mortgage, a Hispanic-centric retail lending operation that is a joint venture 

between Wells Fargo Home Mortgage and HNMA; and HNMA’s R&D unit focused on the 

development of tools to measure Hispanic and other nontraditional borrower’s creditworthiness 

more accurately and more efficiently. For more information, please visit www.hnma.com; 

www.iluminamortgage.com; www.hnmafunding.com.  
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Luis Maizel 
(Chairman, HNMA)  

 
 
 

Gary Acosta  
(Founder, NAHREP / President, Prado Mortgage) 

 

  
 

Miguel Viesca  
(Director, NAHREP) 

 

Ron Jauregui  
(SVP, Community Alliances, HNMA) 
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Award Recipients, Homeownership Advocacy 
Category Miles Weiss (Ventura County District 

Attorney’s Office); Bertha Garcia (Cabrillo Economic 
Development Corporation); Luis Maizel (Chairman, 

HNMA); Gil Guevara (LULAC) 
 
 
 
 

Award Recipients, Finance Category; Alex Vega 
(Dante Financial); Rosario Barretto (Countrywide 

Home Loans); Luis Maizel (Chairman, HNMA); 
Martha Estrada, (Bank of America); Enrique de Arco 

(@Home Lending) 
 

 
 

 

Lifetime Achievement Honoree, Saul Serna (SVP, 
C21 Latino); Ron Jauregui (SVP, Community 

Alliances, HNMA); Leo Simpser (Executive Director, 
HNMA) 

 

Award Recipients, Real Estate Category; Maria 
Zendejas (Realty World Golden Era); Anita Pulido 

(Remax Gold Coast); Luis Maizel (Chairman, HNMA);  
Carolina Guillen (Remax Gold Coast); Kay Wilson-

Bolton (Century 21 Buena Vista);  
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Lifetime Achievement Honoree,  
Saul Serna (SVP, C21 Latino) 

 

Gary Acosta (Founder, NAHREP); Lifetime 
Achievement Honoree, Saul Serna (SVP, C21 

Latino) & Jan Mansfield 
 

 

 
A Discussion About the Future of Hispanic Lending; Jack McCurry (VP, Retail 

Production, Ilumina Mortgage); Sandy Seekins (Regional Director, Stewart Title) 
Leonardo Simpser (Executive Director of HNMA); Saul Serna (SVP, C21 Latino) 

 
 


